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met with at the numerous light-stations on the Danish coasts 
and islands, of which a clearly drawn chart is appended. 
In 1890 examples of 68 species were observed. Full details 
are given of all these occurrences, and the whole subject is 
completely elaborated. 


65. Zaroudnoï on the Birds of Trans-Caspia. 


[Recherches Zoologiques dans la Contrée ‘Trans-Caspienne. Par N. Za- 
roudnoi. Bull. Soc. Imp. Nat. Moscou, 1889-90.] 

After a lengthened description of his journeyings during 
his third expedition into Trans-Caspia, M. Zaroudnoï gives 
a systematic list with notes of the Vertebrates met with and 
collected. The birds were of 309 species. We observe that 
the Pheasants mentioned are Ph. persicus and Ph. principalis, 
of which the areas are now succinctly described. 


XXVII.— Letters, Extracts, Notices, and Obituary. 


Tne following letters, addressed to the Editor, have been 
received since our last issue :— 


Sır, —In my recent paper on Ptilopus (Ibis, 1891, 
pp. 566-584) there is a statement which I beg leave to 
correct. At p. 577, a distinguishing point of the adult 
P. fasciatus, Peale, is said to be“ a deep magenta patch in 
middle of abdomen.” This is, I think, a wrong inference of 
mine from the statements of various writers. After 
examining the series of this Pigeon in the museums at 
IIamburg and South Kensington, I find that there never 
exists a patch distinct from the broad line of blackish 
mentioned by me as a second characteristic, but that this 
line spreads out in some specimens so as to form a patch, 
while in others it remains a slight short bar. The rich 
magenta colour which it assumes, darker than that of the 
crown, is, I believe, a mark of maturity. 

Yours &e., 


London, L. W. WIGLESWORTH. 
December 15th, 1891. 
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Sir,—During the last fortnight several examples of Ampelis 
garrulus have been shot in the provinces of Overyssel and 
Drenthe, so that it seems that a southern migration of these 
birds is taking placce. 

It is a long time since birds of this species visited this 
country. 

Yours &e., 


’s Graveland, Hilversum, F. E. Buaauw. 
16th December, 1891. 


Sır, —To the remarks on my short paper on Birds from 
Mindoro in the last ‘ Ibis’ (above, p. 170) you have added a 
footnote, in which you state that in my rough prefatory 
sketch of what is known of the birds of the Philippines I 
have omitted mention of a very important paper on the 
birds of those islands, 7. e. that of Dr. Sharpe on the birds 
collected by Dr. Steere during his first expedition. Such 
is not the case, as I mentioned Dr. Steere’s well-known first 
expedition in the first line on p. 200. Moreover, in the tenth 
line on the same page I said :—“ Quite recently Dr. Steere 
recommenced his investigations,’—clearly indicating that I 
was aware of his previous work. 1 did not quote the title 
and page of Dr. Sharpe’s article, as a general reference to 
that as well as to other articles seemed to be sufficient. 

Yours &c., 
London, Ernst HARTERT. 
Feb. Ist, 1892. 


Sirn,—In my paper on the genus Turnix, published in 
‘The Ibis’ for 1889, I discussed at some length (pp. £71, 
472) my reasons for believing that Turniw nigricollis from 
Madagascar forms an exception to the other members of the 
genus in having the plumage of the male exactly similar to 
that of the female. I have now, however, been able to ascer- 
tain that, in spite of the evidence of “reliable collectors,” 
the conclusions there arrived at were wrong, and that the 
female only has the black throat and the grey and rust- 
coloured patches on the sides of the chest. 
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About three months ago a number of these little Hemi- 
podes, supposed to have come from India, were received by 
Mr. Jamrach. Thanks to Lord Lilford, I heard of their 
arrival some time after, and then, out of what remained un- 
sold, only seven had survived, viz. five females and two males. 
These were sent down to me at the Natural History Museum, 
and I purchased two pairs, but one of the males was nearly 
dead when it arrived, and expired shortly after. The others 
seemed fairly healthy, and I hoped it might be possible to 
get them to breed in confinement; but within a month, in 
spite of every care and attention, they all died, death, in 
each case, being immediately due to pneumonia. One by 
one I had the melancholy pleasure of dissecting them, and 
found that the brightly-coloured birds were both females, while 
the dull ones with barred breasts were males. The younger 
of the two females still had traces of barring, similar to that 
of the male, on the chest and breast. 

These birds became very tame almost immediately in confine- 
ment, and frequently uttered a low creaking note, reminding 
one strongly of the sound produced by a wheelbarrow that 
wants oiling. The females, especially when startled or ex- 
cited, have a curious habit of jerking up their short tails 
in a very Ratl-like manner. JI believe this is the first time 
that specimens of T. nigricollis have been brought alive to 
this country. 

Besides the four specimens mentioned above, I dissected a 
number of others of both sexes, with similar results. 

W. R. OGILVIE Grant 
March 8th, 1892. (Nat. Hist. Museum). 


New Birds from New Guinea.—We arc sorry to see that 
the Naturalists of Queensland continue to publish scicutifie 
papers in their Parliamentary Blue-books. There is no 
objection to such papers being reprinted im this way, but 
they should, in our opinion, be originally issued in some 
scientific periodical. 

The ‘Annual Report on British New Guinea’ for the 
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year 1890-91, presented to both Houses of Parliament at 
Brisbane in 1892, contains a report by Mr. C. W. De Vis, 
the Curator of the Quecnsland Museum, on some “ zoo- 
logical gleanings” obtained by Sir William Macgregor, in 
various parts of his Papuan territories, during the previous 
year. Mr. De Vis commences by telling us that a specimen 
of “a probably new Bird of Paradise” was killed during the 
ascent of Mount Kivio, but unfortunately “ fell into a ravine 
beyond recovery.” Amongst a fine series of birds obtained 
on Mount Suckling, New Guinea, the following species are 
described as new :—Rhipidura concinna, Pecilodryas vicaria, 
Gerygone insperata, Melipotes maculata, Amanocichla (gen. 
nov. Timeliidarum) sclateriana, and Paramythia (gen. nov. 
Sturnidarum) montium. The Paradise-birds met with on 
Mount Suckling were Lophorina superba, Astrarchia ste- 
phanie, Epimachus macleayanus, Craspedophora magnifica, 
and Amblyornis subalaris. A description and figure of the 
bower of the last-named species are given. From Sudest 
Island Kopsaltria sudestensis is described as new, as is also 
Malurus moretoni from Bartle Bay. 


Annals of Scottish Natural History.—Under this title some 
of our friends in Scotland have started a new periodical, 
« with which is incorporated ‘The Scottish Naturalist,’ ” 
and have favoured us with a copy of the first number. It 
is edited by Mr. Harvie-Brown, Dr. Trail, and Mr. Eagle 
Clarke—all names well known to the cultivators of Natural 
Science, and will be devoted principally to “ criginal matter 
relating to the Biology of Scotland, recent and fossil.” The 
first two articles are both ornithological—on the Great 
Spotted Woodpecker in Scotland by Mr. Harvie-Brown, and 
on the occurrence of Wilson’s Petrel in Jura by Mr. H. 
Evans. There are besides a number of short notes on the 
occurrences of rare birds in various parts of Scotland. 
Readers of ‘The Ibis’ will find much that is interesting 
in the ‘Annals of Scottish Natural History,’ and we beg 
leave to commend it to their notice. 
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Boucard’s “ Humming-bird.”’—On looking over the pages 
of Mr. Boucard’s monthly periodical ‘ The Humming-bird,’ 
of which the volume for 1891 is now complete, we find the 
following supposed new species of birds described in it :— 
Phaethornis gounellei from Brazil; P. columbianus from 
Colombia; P. guianensis from Demerara; P. whitelyi from 
Roraima (Whitely) ; Aphantochroa alexandri from Deme- 
rara; Florisuga sallei from Southern Mexico; Eustephanus 
burtoni from Chile ; Lampornis obscura from Brazil ; Lafres- 
naya cinereo-rufa from Colombia; Heliangelus henrici from 
Ecuador; Pionus bridgesi from Bolivia; Bellona superba 
from St. Vincent; Lesbia boliviana from Bolivia; Calliphlox 
roraime from Roraima (Whitely); Hylocharis guianensis 
from Guiana (Whitely) ; and Ramphocelus chrysopterus from 
Panama. Whether these are really new species or not we 
have no means of judging, but as regards the Trochilide, to 
which family most of these belong, we should be inclined to 
doubt whether Mr. Salvin, who has recently completed his 
Catalogue of the birds of this group, can have overlooked so 
many of them, especially as we know that all Whitely’s 
collections have passed through his hands. 


The Sea-Eagles of N.E. Asia—aAn article on the Rap- 
torial Birds in the Zoological Garden, Hamburg, by Dr. 
Bolau in ‘ Der Zoologische Garten’ for September last 
(xxxii. p. 265) contains an account of the specimens of 
Haliaetus pelagicus and its near ally H. branickii, of which 
the Hamburg Society are the fortunate possessors*. The 
first was received in December 1882 from the Amoor, and is 
now in full adult plumage. The second was obtained from 
Corea in February 1887, and was for several years supposed 
to be only the young of H. pelagicus. It is now also adult 
and is at once distinguishable from its allicd form by the 
want of the white shoulders and white thighs—only the tail 
being white. There are three fine examples of H. pelagicus 
in the British Museum, but none of H. branickii. 

* Cf. Sclater, P. Z. S. 1891, p. 374. 
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Nesting of the Victoria Rifle-bird—From the < Victorian 
Naturalist’ of January 1892 we learn that a nest of the 
Victoria Rifle-bird (Ptilorhis victorie) was found on 
November 19th, 1891, by Mr. Dudley Le Souéf and Mr. H. 
Barnard during a visit to North Barnard Island, about forty 
miles off the coast from Cardwell, Queensland. The hen 
bird was watched for some time, and seen to fly into the 
crown of a Pandanus-tree growing close to the open beach. 
The nest was about 10 feet from the greund, and the bird 
sat quietly, although the explorers were camped ouly about 
5 fect away from the tree. There was a single egg in it, 
partly incubated. The nest was somewhat loosely con- 
structed of broad dead leaves and green branchlets of climb- 
ing plants and fibrous material. Inside were two large 
concave-shaped dead leaves underneath pieces of dry tendrils, 
which formed a springy lining. The egg is described as 
having the ground-colour of a fleshy tint, streaked longitu- 
dinally with reddish brown and purplish brown, and mea- 
suring 3°14 by 2°32 cm. 


New Myzomela from New Ireland.—In our notice of the 
third part of Count Salvadori’s ‘ Aggiunte alla Ornitologia 
della Papuasia e delle Molucche’ (above, p. 176), we omitted 
to state that a new species of Myzomela from New Ireland 
is described there, from a specimen in the British Museum, 
and named Myzomela pulchella. 


New Expeditions—My. O. V. Aplin, Member of the 
B. O. U., is making arrangements to start in August next 
on a Collecting-Expedition to Uruguay, where he has been 
offered free quarters on an Estancia near the town of Minas. 
Mr. Aplin will endeavour to make as complete a collection 
as possible of the birds of the district of Minas and of their 
nests and eggs. Very little is at present known of the Orni- 
thology of this part of Uruguay. Except the specimens 
collected by Darwin at Maldonado during the voyage of the 
‘Beagle,’ and two small collections lately received by Mr. 
Dalgleish, hardly any materials exist in European Collections 
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for the compilation of an Avifauna of this State, though 
most of its birds are, doubtless, also found in Argentina. 

The joint Committee of the Royal Society and the British 
Association for investigating the Zoology of the Sandwich 
Islands have selected Mr. Robert C. L. Perkins, B.A., of 
Jesus College, Oxford, as Naturalist and Collector, from 
amongst several candidates for the post. Mr. Perkins has, 
we believe, already left England for Honolulu, in order to 
proceed with his researches on the Fauna of the Sandwich 
Islands. As regards the Birds, Mr. Scott Wilson’s work, 
now in course of publication, will bring this subject up to 
the level of our present knowledge. But even here there are 
still many obscure points to be made out, which Mr. Perkins 
will do well to investigate, and in the less known islands 
a diligent search will probably result in the discovery of 
some more new species. 

Note on Calliste margarethe.—Mr. Allen has most kindly 
allowed me to acquire by exchange from the American Mu- 
scum four examples of his newly described Calliste marga- 
rethe (Bull. A. M. N. H. iii. p. 851) from Chapada, Matto 
Grosso. I acknowledge the distinctness of this form, but 
wish to point out that, judging from the locality, it is pro- 
bably the same as the Lindo bello of Azara (Apunt. i. p. 387), 
upon which Vieillot founded his Tanagra formosa.  Vicillot’s 
name has hitherto been usually referred to Calliste flava 
(cf. Cat. Birds, xi. p. 113). Before deciding this question 
definitely, however, it would be better to have specimens 
from Paraguay for comparison. I propose to add my 
specimens of Calliste margarethe to the series in the British 


Museum.—P. L. S. 


Great Crested Grebe breeding in India.—In the last number 
of the ‘Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society’ 
(vol. vi. no. 4, p. 501) Mr. H. Bulkley records a case of 
Podiceps cristatus breeding on a tank near Kharaghora in 
August 1890. 


352 . Letters, Extracts, Notices, &c. 


Proposed Memorial to the Brehms and Schlegel.—Dr. Koc- 
pert, of Altenburg, informs us that it is proposed to erect 
in that city a memorial of Christian L. Brehm, Alfred Brehm, 
and H. Schlegel, three well-known Ornithologists, who were 
all natives of Saxe-Altenburg. In case any members of the 
B. O. U. or other friends should wish to assist in this laudable 
undertaking, we shall be much pleased to forward their 
contributions. 


Obituary.—Joun Peter vin Wickevoort-CromMeELin, the 
distinguished Ornithologist of Holland, who died suddenly at 
Ilaarlem on the 19th October, 1891, was born in the same 
city on the 9th January, 1830. In his youth he studied law, 
and took his degree in that faculty at Leyden in 1852, after 
which he devoted himself to zoological studies for another 
year under Temminck at the same University. For many 
years Heer van Wickevoort-Crommcelin was director of the 
Society of Sciences at Haarlem. He was always very short- 
sighted, and his eyes grew gradually worse, so that not many 
years aftcr his marriage, which took place in 1854, he be- 
came totally blind. Notwithstanding this great misfortune, 
he continued to augment and perfect the beautiful collection 
of native birds which he had previously commenced. In this 
he was materially assisted by a wonderful memory and by a 
very accurate knowledge of avian structure. His memory 
was so good that, in his collection of many hundreds of 
stuffed birds, he could always find any individual specimen, 
and could moreover, if required, give full particulars about 
its external appearance and the date and place of its capture. 

The results of Heer van Wickevoort-Crommelin’s studies 
on the birds of Holland were chiefly published in the ‘ Archives 
Néerlandaises? and in the ‘Tijdschrift voor de Dierkunde.’ 
His unrivalled collection of the birds of Holland has been 
bequeathed to the Leyden Museum. 


